
The following is a summary of the March 14, 2019, Combined Conference and Regular Meeting 

and Public Meeting to Adopt the Tentative Budget of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 

 

Report of the Student Representatives 

 

Senior Mikayla Sanchez reported on the following GLHS items: 

 

• In the few short weeks since the last Board of Education meeting, the Spring season has 

kicked off with the GL Boys Lacrosse, Girls Lacrosse, and Baseball teams participating in 

preliminary scrimmages. 

 

• Before that, the Highlander Girls and Boys basketball teams competed in Central Jersey 

Group 2 quarterfinal games in the State Tournament.  Unfortunately, the GL Boys fell to 

Manasquan by a score of 79-44 and the Highlander Girls lost to Rumson-Fair Haven 56-33. 

 

• While the Winter season came to an end on March 1st, Skylar Dowling finished on a high 

note, scoring her 1,000th career point as a junior. Congratulations to Skylar and the GL 

Basketball programs on a successful season! 

 

• We are looking forward to another dominating season as Spring sports start to compete in the 

coming weeks. 
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 

 

Junior Alexander Janiak reported on the following GLHS items: 

 

• The majority of activities at Governor Livingston over the past few weeks have included 

either planning or attending competitions and trips.  

 

• On March 14th, GLHS students attended the annual Union County Teen Arts Festival, during 

which musicians, writers, and other artists were given the opportunity to display their art, 

perform in front of judges, and get feedback. 

 

• Next week, students from the Governor Livingston newspaper and yearbook are attending 

the Columbia Scholastic Press Association’s Spring Convention at Columbia University for 

two days.  

 

• At the same time, selected students from FBLA are attending the New Jersey State 

Leadership Conference in Atlantic City. 

 

• This coming Monday, the TSA engineering team will be attending the TEAMS regional 

competition at New Jersey Institute of Technology.  The Senior, Junior, and Sophomore 

teams will each have to complete a multiple choice and building component at the event. 

 

• In addition to the various field trips, the Environmental Club held a meeting last week to 

discuss plans regarding their e-waste collection drive in April. 

 

• The Senior Student Council will be holding a fundraiser next Tuesday at the New Providence 

Chipotle. 

 

• The Student Ambassadors are holding two meetings next week, during which they will 

discuss their new UC STEP initiative. 

 

• Additionally, the Prom Fashion Show, which took place last Wednesday in the cafeteria, was 

successful in raising money for Project Graduation and the Senior Student Council. 

 

• The Interact Club will be holding a children’s book drive all of next week to donate to the 

Bridge of Books Foundation. Tables will be located outside the cafeteria for the collection. 

 

• Finally, the annual GLHS Spring Musical, Chicago, will be presented on March 28th, 29th 

and 30th.  
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Superintendent’s Report 

 

Dr. Richard Noonan, Interim Superintendent of Schools, delivered the following report: 

 

Tonight we’re recognizing several GL teams for their championship performance, and one 

extraordinary individual athlete. 

 

First up is Victoria Vanriele, who amongst her many honors on the track this winter was winning 

the New Jersey Meet of Champions 800 meter run.  I know this isn’t Victoria’s first trip to the 

rodeo, and it won’t be her last.   

The first team we’re recognizing tonight is the GL Girls Swim Team.   The team made history by 

winning the sectional title for the third straight year, and I want to personally extend my 

congratulations to Head Coach Dave Closs and all of our Girls Swim Team athletes.   

The second team we’re recognizing tonight is the GL Girls JV Basketball Team, they won the 

Union County Junior Varsity Championship in double overtime.  I want to extend my personal 

congratulations to Head Coach Robert Ritter, and all team members.   

Mr. Reinstein, Mr. Smalley, and Mr. Cassano shared comments and presented Victoria and GL 

Girls Swim Team and Girls JV Volleyball team members with team plaques and copies of 

tonight’s board meeting resolutions. 

On Tuesday, March 12th we announced our Governor’s Educator of the Year recipients for each 

school.  It was a wonderful day of celebrating master teachers across the district.  Our recipients 

this year are: 

Dan Guyton at Governor Livingston 

Donna Bokach at Columbia 

Marilyn Merrill at Mountain Park 

Matt Madura at Thomas Hughes 

Joe Reel at Woodruff 

Brenda Marley at Mary Kay McMillin 

We appreciate the standard of excellence in teaching that they bring to their students every day.  

The recipients will be honored at the May 9th Board of Education meeting.  Additionally, I’d be 

remiss if I didn’t thank Grace Acosta, Tara Oliveira, and Diane Azalone for all their work in 

bringing the selection process to completion. 

As part of our response to the Technology survey, we’re going to be inviting two parents to join 

the district Technology Advisory Board - one elementary parent, and one secondary parent.  

We’re going to be extending an invitation to parents over the next month, and interested parents 

will be asked to submit a brief letter of interest. 
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Superintendent’s Report (continued) 

 

Governor Livingston High School has earned the College Board’s AP Computer Science Female 

Diversity Award. The award is given for attaining female student representation in AP Computer 

Science Principles.  Only 685 of the 18,000 schools worldwide that offer AP courses achieved 

this honor.  So, we want to celebrate the amazing work been done at GL to engage more girls in 

Computer Science. 

 

Finally, there are five Policy updates on the agenda for a first reading tonight - all are mandatory  

per the advisement of our Strauss Esmay school policy service. 

 

The team of Annie Corley-Hand, Michele Gardner, Donna Felezzola, Scott McKinney and Rich 

Noonan presented Full-Day Kindergarten Options for the school district to consider.  The options 

are initiating a paid tuition full-day program for up to 40 students beginning in September, 2020, 

and/or universal full-day kindergarten commencing in September 2021.  Universal full-day 

kindergarten would likely call for moving the first grade program/classes to the three elementary 

schools.  The base education case for full-day kindergarten was presented in comprehensive 

fashion.  The presentation is being posted to the district website (please click here to see the 

presentation).  The discussion and consideration of how to proceed will be taken up at a later 

school board meeting. 

The team of Donna Felezzola, Scott McKinney, and Rich Noonan presented the Tentative 

Budget for 2019-2020.  The proposal maintains reasonable class sizes, a comprehensive 

curriculum, and support for a variety of curriculum initiatives.  The budget calls for a 2.75% tax 

rate increase, which is within the spending cap adjustments permitted by the state.  The budget 

presentation is being posted to the district website (please click here to see this presentation). 

****************************************************************************** 

Mr. Doug Reinstein, President of the Board of Education, opened a special public participation 

session exclusively for district students so they could ask questions and express their concerns 

regarding the status of negotiations between the Board of Education and Berkeley Heights 

Education Association.  Multiple Berkeley Heights students spoke during this public hearing, 

with most voicing their disappointment with the stalled efforts to produce a new Agreement 

between the two parties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bhpsnj.org/cms/lib/NJ01001806/Centricity/Domain/1033/FDK%20Presentation%203.14.19.pdf
https://www.bhpsnj.org/cms/lib/NJ01001806/Centricity/Domain/1033/2019-2020%20budget%20presentation.pdf
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Facilities Report 

 

Mrs. Felezzola reported that the road leading to lower Columbia Middle School is in poor 

condition and there have been numerous complaints. The district is working with public works 

staff from Union County and Berkeley Heights to repair the area.  The solution involves 

installing a drain, milling the roadway and then repaving.  Work to make these repairs is 

scheduled to begin during the week of March 18th.  Work on pothole repair in school parking 

lots and driveways is also scheduled to begin the same week. 

 

The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 

 

The tentative 2019-2020 School District Budget in the total amount of $53,837,686; $44,187,050 

of which will be raised by taxes. 

 

The study and first reading of the following revised and new district policies: 

 

Unsafe School Choice Option 2415.06 (Revised) 

Educational Program Evaluation 2610 (Revised) 

Administering an Opioid Antidote 5330.04 (New) 

Student Suicide Prevention 5350 (Revised) 

Reporting Violence, Vandalism, Harassment, Intimidation, Bullying, Alcohol and Other Drug 

Abuse 8461 (Revised) 

 

The Resolution honoring Victoria Vanriele of Governor Livingston High School, the 2019 New 

Jersey State Meet of Champions Winner in the 800 Meter Run. 

 

The Resolution honoring the Governor Livingston High School Girls Swimming Team, the 2019 

Central Jersey Group C Champions. 

 

The Resolution honoring the Governor Livingston High School Junior Varsity Girls Basketball 

Team, the 2019 Union County Tournament Champions. 

 

A revision to the 2018-2019 school district calendar, establishing Monday, April 22; Friday, May 

24; and Tuesday, May 28, 2019, as days on which all district schools will be closed.  Schools 

will be closed on all of the aforementioned dates only if there are no additional emergency 

closing days in the district during the 2018-2019 school year.  In the event that one more 

emergency closing day is used, schools will be open on April 22; if two more emergency closing 

days are needed, schools will be open on April 22 and May 28.   
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 

 

For the following Governor Livingston High School Teachers of Mathematics to teach an 

additional class, beyond their normal schedules, from April 1, 2019, through June 30, 2019: 

William Ayres, Steven Ciarrocca, Steven Hess, Nicole Manganelli, Richard Shea.  These staff 

members will cover the teaching schedule of a staff member who is going out on a 

maternity/disability leave of absence. 

 

The employment of Veronica Bajric as an Interpreter for the Deaf at Governor Livingston High 

School, effective March 1, 2019. 

 

The employment of the following extra-curricular activities staff member for the 2018-2019 

school year: 

 

Columbia Middle School     

Activity/Position    Instructor/Supervisor  

Baseball Coach    James Monaghan 

 

The revised dates of April 27, 2019, through October 6, 2019, for the maternity/child care leave 

of absence of Mrs. Jeannette Gates, Learning Disabilities Teacher-Consultant at Governor 

Livingston High School. 

 

The acceptance of the following retirements: 

Mary Jane Koczot, Cafeteria staff at Governor Livingston High School, effective June 30, 2019. 

Patricia Haber, Paraprofessional at Governor Livingston High School, effective May 1, 2019. 

Laurie Liming, Teacher of Special Education at Mountain Park School, effective April 1, 2019. 

 

The acceptance of the following resignations: 

Sharon Lovit, Paraprofessional at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center, effective March 

19, 2019. 

Caroline Weinstein, Paraprofessional at Columbia Middle School, effective March 23, 2019. 

 

The use of facilities at Governor Livingston High School during the summer months for the 

following purposes: 

Highlander Football Camp: June 24-28, 2019. 

Highlander Volleyball Camp: July 8-12, 2019. 

Lady Highlanders Basketball Camp: July 15-18, 2019. 

Highlander Track and Field Camp: July 15-18, 2019. 

Highlander Hoops Boys Basketball Camp: July 22-26, 2019. 

Grapplers Wrestling Camp: July 8-11, 2019. 

 

The Board of Education will conduct a Combined Conference and Regular Meeting on 

Thursday, April 25, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room of Columbia Middle 

School. 


